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to in the title of this volume is full of tenderness.
It is free from dogmatism and contains no impera-
tive. Like the ancient Peripatetics, who taught
in the form of off-hand conversations, it will strive
to disengage precepts from facts, as the bees
draw the honey from the flowers. Among so
many useless sciences, it will at least possess the
merit of dealing with the essential concerns of
,the entire human race. Let us hope that, on this
account, many things will be forgiven.

Reduced to the questions which are in the power
of us all, the Science of Happiness would deserve
to be constructed by all men. An optimistic
science, it must be founded by the combined efforts
of all who will become its beneficiaries and its
artisans. Advantageous and charitable, perhaps
it will play in the society of the future the part
assumed by the " domestic philosophers" among
the wealthy Romans. rn

There is something touching in the almost
divine mission which the majority of the subtle
thinkers of Greece accomplished for Rome. They
softened the vexations of existence, preached
calmness of soul and the joys of living. While
reading Seneca and Tacitus, we are pleasantly
impressed by the details they furnish concerning
these ingenious comforters. 'They knew how to